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Our trip to the moon: geoengineering, development and environment in Cuba 
since the Second World War. 

In this talk I will develop some of the themes developed in my forthcoming book Nuestro 
viaje a la luna. La idea de la transformacion de la naturaleza en Cuba durante la Guerra 
Fria (Our journey to the moon. The idea about transformation of Nature in Cuba during 
the Cold War). Spanning topics such as major geo-engineering projects, the evolution of 
development theories, programmes for the modernisation of agriculture, debates on 
natural resources research and management, and conservation policies, the book takes 
a broad approach to Cuban environmental history over a period marked by the 1959 
Revolution and building a socialist system in the Western Hemisphere. However, the 
research also emphasises continuities rather than ruptures and frames the history 
durung the revolutionary period beyond the dichotomies of Cold War mentality. In a 
way, we can consider two periods, the first since the end of the Second World War until 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, with classic views about the development process, and 
the second after the so-called Special Period in Cuba, or post-development era, 
influenced by new ideas on sustainable development. While not part of the book, my 
presentation includes an evaluation of this second period and the achievements of 
Cuba in areas such as organic agriculture, energy saving and renewable energies, and 
conservation. 
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